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‘Jehy™ dnd “subeulture,” there aro
faci many ditforent copditions of deafs
ey, ranglng from those who know
hiaw, speech sounds, to those born deaf
or-gdesfened In infancy, from deaf
mgnthers of understanding deaf fami-
lies, w0 ihosg born deaf in hearing
famiiies.

- #Fhe deaf alse tend, naturally, to go

with other deaf people, attend their
vparties and join their clubs. It's so
mach less hassle. | .

“Thera i not, however, 1 deaf person-
affiy, Any more than there is & Jeft-
harided personality.

“Tdke many horn-deaf people, Roslyn
Roaen lives in 2 deaf environment. Her
plents are deaf, her brother, her hus.
pand, three children (though only 10
percent of deaf parents have deaf chil-
‘drenk
Ag a fullime eonrdinator and divec-,
tor of Gallaudet’s task force on Public
I 984142, 2 landmark BHI of Righis-
Wed i 1975 guaranteding adequate
oo, education for handicapped chil-
dRLL, she also works among the deaf.
~4When 1 was jittle” she =said, “%
thdiight hearing people were weird.

“EREY BpuRE Withut Mg iand Sigsr -

‘Fheschools I weiit to in New York Clity

K3 deaf programs, and the biggest

Ml I had in achool was getting

there, through the traffic. I didn't go

4§30 Integrated schoo} {deaf and hear-

ingmudlents together) until the gradu-
B .”'

~pitee getting her BA and MA at Gal-
1§6ddet, she has nearly completed work
er PhD) in education admjinistra~

twg-at Catholic University.

~The law she is concerned with tack.
lter 8 situation whose enorenity few
~ WhGRIHE BeOpe fally Faatize, Py panse ™
a{ipna many school systems have gone
In- for “mainstreaming,” educating
deaf children along with the others ag
though the problem didn't exist.
Lipreading was emphasized, and often
parents were discouraged from having
their deaf children learn sign ian-
guage. This is like discouraging blind
children from learning Brailie.

Even the most skilled Iipreaders
catch only about 30 percent of what is
safd. (Look in & mirror and see if you
can telf the difference between
"L‘hEW," “JBW‘“ "ShOe,” “chﬂﬂse,“ i
sura” and"'you.")

All 100 often, faced with such unfair
eompetition, deaf children lose all solf-
confidence. The deaf are apt to be bit-
ier an the subject. Leo M, Jacobs, in “A
Deaf Adult Speels Out,” describes the
“substandard language ability”  of
many a deaf adult:

“He has trouble distingvighing be-
tween active and passive voices ... He
has appalling difficuities with the use
of articles . . . His leveb of reading is

" way below that of the average hearing

adult.”
Subleties of langnage, *idioms, alle

- gories, metaphors, similes, euphern-

isms, ironies and other figures of
speech” and even word kumor may he

e vzt |

[

lost to such people because of a lack of
input infermation and background,
Tsolated from thelr peers at school, un-
able to chatter with them about jast
night's TV shows, they may rctreat
into a iife far too Mimited for their cap-
-abilities, .

Intelligence, Jaeobs emphasizes, has
absolutely no correlation with speech,
‘and speechreading compeience.

~Efghsh i i ook Tasgiage. "

Conglder thesa sentences: “Itold Mary
that after I finished running off some
copies, I was going to run off with her
hushand. She told me if ¥ wauld stop

running off af the mouth so, sk might’

helieve me, We almost had 2 mmn-in
about it, but then she noticed she had
& run in her stocking and rad off jo
‘change. Then I ran into Tom and he.
toid me there would be & runoff elec-
tion for his class. He ran on and on
aboutie... "
How is a deal person, taught to rec-
TBgDize The Word “rin,” going {o cape
with that?

Scene In the open classreom at
Rendall Demonstration Elementary
School:

There are three teachers, all young

‘women, and 11 puplls ages 7 to 9. Most
Jof them wear hearing aids and hattery
packs fixed to their chests on Httle hal-
ters. .
. Snack time i3 nearly over. Three
hoys seem to be swimming across the
rug in a fiercely noisy race, but then
they throw lmaginary grenades and
you realize they were playing com-
mando. They wheop with laughter. A
teacher blinks the lights:.signal for
end of snack time.

Settling down, more or less, into
three study areas, they still bounce
arcund eonstantly. One boy talks to
the visitor in sign language, but when
he learns the visitor is n hearing per-
gon and knows no signg, he runs off.

“Kar? and Michael, when you finish
Your problems you can play the ear
game.” The teacher signs as she
speaks, 2 nearly universal habit on the
Gallaudet camapus. The boys raee
throngh a set af sums, rush off to piay
a spin-the-dial game, actually an arith-
metie tool. “Brrerem! Breerrm!® They

he Many Conditions of Deafness

federal regulations, things have im-|{

Fhato by Harry Hatich

move the liitle cars over the rug.

“In another arer, a téacher repeats
words for a glrl pupil with endless pa-
tience: “Mouth. Finger, Eye. Face. ..

The walls are covered with signs:
“Friends Do Not Stick Out Tongues.”
“Again, Please." “Agazin, Slower
Plegge.” One drawing shows an im-
presslondstic skelelon with hrain, stom-
ach, lungs, hoart lzbeled. It was done
by David, who i+ ahead of the others in

o In Paria

- ni

“proved tremendolsly. We've noticed s
spuctacular Inerease o hesring aids
amony the Gallandet siudents.”

. In a mew surgical technigue devel.
by Br. Claude-Henrl

Chouard, eight electrodes are planted

in the auditory nerves and connected

1o 2 recelver under the skin near the

eyr. With a small transmitter and eye-

glass antenna, many deaf can hear—.
after a fashion. He hag pertormed the
operation for a few -dogen patients.

The main problem ¢ that the eguip-

ment weighs five pounds and costs’

A 3

As in eny militantly = self-aware
mingority, eontroversy comes with the
territory. One cipssic dispute concerns
oral vs. manual skills, lipreadlng vs.
hand signals. In the past, parents often
were 50ld the jdea that signing would
mark out their child and tkat there
fore they must rely wholly on lipread-

Today, the tendency is to see
lipreading rather s one of riany tech-
nigues. The watchword at Gallaudet is
“Total Communication,” an celeetic
use of all availubla means of expros-
sion.

* oy’

4

© Wk
" hom]
* Can
* Hawl
“ Hiw

for o |
retire |
—you
woeky
Mo od)
calt eo

Vocabiulary ind verbil concépts.
On 2 table: a box of hearing aid bat-
erles. :

Attached to the Gallatdet campus 3
the Model Secondary School for the
Deaf, the country’s tirst such foderally
funded school. Eventually 800 board-
ing students from a fivestate area will
use its spectacular modern facifities.

+ “We cover a wide range of ages,”
said Sue Ellis, public relations director

for Gallaudet’s precollege programs. .

*If we ean reach children as soon as

Oy interestinp “develbpitent THat
promises to bring the two scheols
closer together is cned specch, devel-
oped 12 years aga at Gallaudat, where

$0 much hag been dope for and by the
deaf ever since 1817. (Curioisly, Gal-

laudet was cool to ihe technique at

first, and it made its lmpact in Europe.)
In cued speech, the hearing person
augmments ibe lipreading with 12 hand

signs that elarify or break down am-| §

biguous sounds. The wvalue of this
method for hearing parent or feacher
and deaf child has already been

“They arE T Kanwi T NEE 8 heaiig

‘problem, we can do much more with
them."”

Several Gallaudet teachers cornmen-
ted on the tragic loss of time caused by
doctors with a wait-and-see attitude or
a refuctance to give hearing tests to

hoolers. MSSD audiologist Vern
rson urges that deaf children be fit-
ted for hearing aids before they're a
year.old {most deaf people have some
residual hearing) to get them started
coping with sounds as soon as possible,

For years, hearing aids were consid-
ered & stigma, much a5 sign langnape
wag, and many deaf people com-
plained about the lack of technicat
development.Since hearing loss is not
simply & matter of turned-down
volume, but may distort or muffle
sounds within ene range of decibels or
another, aids cannot be custom-desig-
ned like eyeglasses.

Only in the last two or three years
have immense strides beer made with
small aids worn on the ear. They have
become more flexible, trouble-free,
powerful, :

“It's true,” gaid audisloglst Gretchen
Syfert, “many deaters and audiologists
have little exposure to deaf individu-
ais. But with the new electronics and

S

where it is used so far.

provet i U SeER SehooE T

‘What can deaf people do about tel- ||

evision, that common denominator of

"American sociat life? There is some |

captioned TV, but. very little, There
are closed-clreuit viewing hoxes that
Tun captions in coordination with TV,
;but they only run a half-hour 2 day, at

midnight. Captioned films are availa- |

ble from scthe public libraries, shewn
on leaned projectors. In the cities
there are subtitled foreign films.

Compare this with the average Ameri- | §

can's six-hours-a-day TV habit,

Hearing loss is a relative term, and | B
many a person has eomplained of it |

only to be told by the doctor (after |

‘tests involving aurally clean beeps but | |§

Jot the hodgepodge of everyday

sounds) that the problem is negligible. _

‘This is of little comfort t0 the patient.

Last year Richard Carmen, in “Our [ i
Endangered Hearing,” wrote that as of | |

1977, 15 percent of our population has

signiticant hearing loss, including 10 (8 -

mijtlion industrial werkers and 5 mjl-
lion people under 18.

Carmen  biames
noise: power tools, power mowers,

environmental
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